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Appropriate for Sociology of the Family courses found in   
sociology, psychology, social work, family studies, nursing, early  
childhood education, and human services departments.

CHANGING FAMILIES: RELATIONSHIPS IN CONTEXT is the 
fi rst family textbook in North America to integrate innovative research 
from sociology,  demography, and psychology in a comprehensive   
manner. It includes both a wider range of theoretical perspectives and a 
larger spectrum of contexts and topics than most family textbooks. 

This third Canadian edition refl ects more recent changes in the contexts 
within which Canadian families live, covering topics such as low fertility 
rates, immigrant and transnational families in Canada, aging populations 
around the globe, the major shifts of economic power in recent years, and 
more.
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Brief Contents

Features

 Explore the Canadian Family–Updated material dealing with major changes in the fi eld of family studies 
(e.g., shifts in economic power, aging populations, delayed fi rst unions, sex ratio imbalances, the   
transnational family), and Family Research boxes give students a sense of the many different facets 
and factors affecting how families are constructed.

 Engage Students and Improve Student Learning–Exciting pedagogical features such as detailed chapter 
outlines, summaries, and a key word glossary make studying accessible and intuitive. New content and 
updates to topics such as polygamy, online dating and infi delities, adolescent sexuality, and more keep 
chapter content unique and relevant to Canadian students.

 Sophisticated and clear writing style, with a narrative enriched by qualitative sociology in the form of 
quotes, case studies, and summaries from Ambert’s own fi eldwork.

 Key concepts and themes throughout the text are bolded or italicized in order to help students   
memorize key concepts and ideas and to note emphases.

Chapter 1 Introduction to Family Studies

Chapter 2 History and Cultural Diversity of Canadian Families

Chapter 3 Contemporary Issues in Family Life

Chapter 4 Effects of Economic Changes and Inequalities of Families

Chapter 5 Impacts of Neighbourhoods and Housing Conditions on Family Life

Chapter 6 Roles of Educational Institutions and Religious Participation in Family Life

Chapter 7 Couple Formation and Sexual Relations

Chapter 8 Patterns of Family Formation and Planning

Chapter 9 Spousal Relationships

Chapter 10 The Parent-Child Relationship and Child Socialization

Chapter 11 Siblings: Relationships, Nature and Nurture

Chapter 12 Divorce, Widowhood, and Remarriage

Chapter 13 Family Violence, Abuse, and Neglect

Chapter 14 Family Futures and Social Policies


